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MEMORANDUM 
 
August 10, 2020 
 

 
TO:  VIAHA Membership  
    
FROM:  Jim Humphrey, VIAHA President  
  

COPY:   VIAHA Executive Committee 
   Bill Greene, BC Hockey Board Chair 
   Jeremy Ainsworth, Chief Programs Officer, BC Hockey   
   
SUBJECT:  U-15 AAA and U-16 AAA      

 
 
VIAHA has advised BC Hockey that the District does not support the formation of its U-15 AAA and    
U-16 AAA teams in North and South Vancouver Island under a pilot project that BC Hockey has 
operated for the past few seasons. This decision was reached after lengthy discussions by all the 
MHA Presidents and the VIAHA Officers in a meeting on April 19, 2020.  

 
BC Hockey was advised of this decision in writing shortly that meeting. The letter also identified that 
the District still supported the U-18 AAA Male and Female programs, which operate under BC 
Hockey Regulations #4.08 and 4.09. 
 
The rationale for the decision was: 

 A lack of resources on the Island to support these programs. In addition to COVID-19 
restrictions, there are three arenas in the South and one in the North that will be unavailable 
or have limited availability in the coming season due to major repair/renovations. Allocating 
the ice necessary to operate AAA teams would result in MHAs being obliged to cancel some 
of their own programs. 

 A lack of players at the U-15 and U-16 levels. Players have the options of Academy’s, two U-
18 AAA teams, eight Junior B teams and five Junior A teams combined with declining 
enrollment has limited the number of players available. 

 Covid-19 will restrict or eliminate the potential for interdistrict travel, a key feature of BC 
Hockey leagues. 

  
BC Hockey has now agreed to not proceed with the U-15 & U-16 teams in the absence of support 
from our District and we appreciate their cooperation with us in this matter. The VIAHA Executive 
Committee will revisit their position on this decision at the conclusion of the 2020-2021 season. 

 
  

Yours sincerely,  
 

  
 VIAHA President     


